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CORONAVIRUS — EMERGENCY HEALTH SERVICES VOLUNTEERS 

182. Mr R.S. LOVE to the Minister for Health: 
I have a supplementary question. Today the minister spoke about a new recruitment drive for clinical and administrative 
health workers et cetera. Will he consider implementing the same sort of drive to get health sector volunteers? 

Mr R.H. COOK replied: 
We are certainly up for any task to make sure the community is set up best for responding to the COVID-19 virus. 
Whether it is recruits for health professionals, healthcare workers, people working in the healthcare industry or 
volunteers, we will be advised by St John Ambulance and our teams on the ground that work with St John 
Ambulance about what is an appropriate response, but certainly if St John is looking for more support to gain more 
recruits. The member should understand that a St John Ambulance volunteer is a skilled semi-professional paramedic 
and, from that point of view, it is not easy to just put someone in their place. What is more likely is that if St John 
Ambulance comes to us and says that because of COVID-19, it is struggling to deploy its volunteers, we are more 
likely to put in professionals—other healthcare workers such as nurses, doctors and people like that. Certainly, if 
St John Ambulance is looking for extra assistance in recruiting volunteers — 

Ms M.J. Davies interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Leader of the Nationals WA! 
Mr R.H. COOK: I work closely with Michelle Fyfe, the chief executive of St John Ambulance, who is doing an 
amazing job to galvanise the organisation and its paramedics, both professional and volunteer, to meet the 
challenges that are coming. Whatever support they need from the Western Australian government, we will be there 
to provide it. 
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